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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 May 
2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 51-55, 76-81, and 125-127 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to the applicant's arugments with respect to claims 63-70, 75-76, 89- 
90, 124, and 128, it is noted that the present claims do not disclose the distance by 
which the axis is spaced from the contact region. Since these portions of the claimed 
basin have not been defined in exact relation to each other, the basin of Meinecke may 
be defined such that the contact region includes only the concave region in the central 
region of the C-shape, and the outermost points of the C are therefore located on either 
side of an axis that is defined as spaced apart from the contact region. 

In response to the applicant's argument that Meinecke fails to disclose curved 
recesses on adjacent sides of the basin, it is noted that Meinecke shows curved 
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recesses in Figure 1 , where the back wall of the basin curved down to the front wall. 
Since the term Adjacent' is not clearly defined in the present specification to mean that 
the walls are directly next to one another, the broadest reasonable interpretation of the 
term 'adjacent' (i.e. nearby) will be used for purposes of examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 51-55 and 81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
O'Geary (6,609,257). 

With respect to claims 51 and 81, O'Geary discloses a medical basin, as shown 
in figure 1, comprising a base 20 and a peripheral wall 12 defining a cavity. An upper 
periphery 16 is defined by the upper edge of the peripheral wall 12, and has first and 
second contoured recesses 14 configured to receive a human extremity, as shown in 
figure 1. The midpoint of the first contoured recess 14 is offset from the central axis 
passing through the first side of the peripheral wall 12, as shown in figure 1 . The first 
and second contoured recesses 14 are located on portions of the peripheral wall 12 that 
are adjacent each other, as shown in figure 1. 
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With respect to claim 52, the first recess comprises a concave portion extending 
down and inwardly toward the cavity, as shown in figure 1. 

With respect to claim 53, the first and second contoured recesses are fully 
capable of receiving a bent leg. 

With respect to claim 54, the peripheral wall if fully capable of being deflected. 

With respect to claim 55, the first and second contoured recesses are fully 
capable of receiving a leg above and below the knee. 

Claims 63-65, 67-70, 75, 81, 89, 124, and 128 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Meinecke (1,061,769). 

With respect to claim 63, Meinecke discloses a medical basin, as shown in figure 
1 , comprising a base a and a peripheral wall a1 defining a cavity. A contact region is 
defined by the front portion of the peripheral wall a1 and has a generally concave shape 
recessed inwardly toward the cavity, as shown in figure 2. Ends extend outwardly from 
the contact region on either side of an axis spaced a distant outward from the contact 
region to form the two outermost points of the periperhal wall al , as shown in figure 2. 

With respect to claim 64, the portion b of the peripheral wall is biased outwardly 
away from the cavity, as shown in figures 1 and 4. 

With respect to claims 65 and 75, the base a is curved in the manner of a 
horseshoe to define a U-shaped basin, as shown in figure 2. 

With respect to claim 67, the first and second ends are convexly curved towards 
each other, as shown in figure 2. 
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With respect to claim 68, the convex ends define a smaller spacing than the 
concave-shaped middle portion of the basin, as shown in figure 2. 

With respect to claims 69 and 70, the basin is fully capable of receiving the thigh 
of a human leg. 

With respect to claim 81 , Meinecke discloses a medical basin, as shown in figure 
1, comprising a base 1 and a peripheral wall a1 defining a cavity. An upper periphery b 
is defined by the upper edge of the peripheral wall a1 , and comprises first and second 
contoured recesses, as shown in figure 1. 

With respect to claim 89, the first contoured recess is located on a short side of 
the basin, and the second contoured recess is located on the front side at a 90 degree 
angle relative to the first contoured recess. 

With respect to claim 124, the contact region is fully capable of receiving a 
portion of an arm near the shoulder. 

With respect to claim 128, the base a has a c-shape, as shown in figure 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 66 and 90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Meinecke (1 ,061 ,769). 
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Meinecke discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the 
peripheral wall defining a contact region that is thinner at an upper edge than at a lower 
portion, and the flange having a further extension near the second end. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to make the upper 
edge of the peripheral wall thinner and the flange extend further at the second end, 
since the thickness of the wall and the extension of the flange do not serve any 
particular purpose or solve any stated problem, and it appears the invention will function 
equally well with either a thicker or thinner upper edge, or greater or less extension of 
the flange. 

Claims 76-77, 79-80, and 125-127 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holloway et al. (5,381,562). 

With respect to claim 76, Holloway discloses all aspects of the claimed invention 
with the exception of the first and second contoured recesses being substantially semi- 
circular. Holloway discloses a medical basin, as shown in figure 7, comprising a base 
114 and a peripheral wall 112 defining a cavity. An upper periphery 132 is defined by 
the upper edge of the peripheral wall 112, and comprises a first contoured recess 1 62, a 
second contoured recess 163, and a third contoured recess 136, each fully capable of 
receiving a human extremity, as disclosed in column 2, lines 53-55. The contoured 
recesses 162 and 163 of Holloway are provided as hand gripping means. It would 
therefore have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
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to make the contoured recesses of Holloway substantially semi-circular rather than 
substantially flat, in order to provide a gripping surface that conforms better to the hand. 

With respect to claim 77, the upper periphery 132 further comprises a fourth 
contoured recess 138. 

With respect to claim 79, the contoured recesses have different sizes, as shown 
in figure 10. 

With respect to claim 80, the first and second contoured recesses have the same 
size, and the third contoured recess has a different size, as shown in figure 10. 

With respect to claims 125 and 127, the center line of the first recess is offset 
from the center line of the first side, and the center line of the second recess is offset 
from the center line of the second side, when defined in the lateral dimension of the 
basin. 

With respect to claim 126, the first recess may be defined as recess 136, which 
is at a 90 degree angle with respect to the second recess 163. 

Claim 78 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holloway et al. (5,381,562) in view of Kress (2,709,435). 

Holloway discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the 
recesses being the same size. Kress teaches providing a medical basin with contoured 
recesses of the same size, as shown in figure 1 , which allows the basin to be used in 
either direction. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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of invention to make the contoured recesses of Holloway the same size, as taught by 
Kress, to allow the basin to be used in either direction. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patents 5,477,866 and D 251,202 disclose medical basins. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 4932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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